28                          MEISTEB'S APPRENTICESHIP.

deavour. But something towards it is always done, when any
individual man grows wise and rich; and generally this happens
at the cost of others."

" Well, here is The Youth at the Parting of the Ways; it
has just come into my hand/' said Wilhelm, drawing out a fold
of papers from the rest; " this at least is finished, whatever else
it may be."

" Away with it, to the fire with it!" cried Werner. " The
invention does not deserve the smallest praise : that affair has
plagued me enough already, and drawn upon yourself your father's
wrath. The verses may he altogether beautiful; but the mean-
ing of them is fundamentally false. I still recollect your Com-
merce personified; a shrivelled, wretched-looking sibyl she was.
I suppose you picked up the image of her from some miserable
huckster's shop. At that time, you had no true idea at all of
trade; whilst I could not think of any man whose spirit was, or
needed to be, more enlarged than the spirit of a genuine merchant.
What a thing is it to see the order which prevails throughout his
business ! By means of this he can at any time survey the gene-
ral whole, without needing to perplex himself in the details. What
advantages does he derive from the system of book-keeping by
double entry! It is among the finest inventions of the human
mind; every prudent master of a house should introduce it into
his economy."

"Pardon me," said Wilhelm, smiling; "you begin by the
form, as if it were the matter: you traders commonly, in your
additions and balancings, forget what is the proper net-result of
life."

" My good friend, you do not see how form and matter are in
this case one; how neither can exist without the other. Order
and arrangement increase the desire to save and get. A man em-
barrassed in his circumstances, and conducting them imprudently,
likes best to continue in the dark; he will not gladly reckon up
the debtor entries he is charged with. But on the other hand,
there is nothing to a prudent manager more pleasant than daily
to set before himself the sums of his growing fortune. Even a
mischance, if it surprise and vex, will not affright him; for he
knows at once what gains he has acquired to cast into the other
scale. I am convinced, my friend, that if you once had a proper
taste for our employments, you would grant that many faculties
' of the mind are called into full and vigorous play by them."